Teaching Philosophy

A lifelong participation in the arts is part of a life fully lived. Studying art provides personal fulfillment and allows students to feel connected to the world around them. 

A curriculum that is solely about the art will bore the students, but by recognizing the power of images, students can address major themes that are pertinent in their contemporary culture. Studying the outside world via the art classroom will allow students to have the awareness needed to make informed choices in their lives. Visual culture can be the link that brings the art to life for students and allows them to see the relevance of art in their own lives. I like to portray the big picture and connect art in the classroom to a theme that the students feel they can relate to. 
Keeping lessons based on theory will only make students suffer the consequences of never actually being able to experience art on a personal level. Art lessons should revolve around the lives of the students. One effective way I keep lessons relevant is to develop ideas that relate to another area of their study. Connecting art to core SOLs will ensure that students will connect with the art lesson.
Like science and math, art is taught because it is essential for an educated understanding of the world. There should be an emphasis on the creative and expressive facets of the human personality. I think that it is important to connect with regular classroom teachers for collaborative lessons in order to reinforce what students are learning. 
Art students should not only be making art, but they should be experiencing roles of the curator, instillation designer, and publicist. Simply focusing on art making in the classroom is only allowing students to know part of the artistic venues that they are capable of. Allowing students to have a hands-on role when exhibiting their work, will give them more pride and experience. Writing about art, talking about each others’ art and designing their own exhibits are all activities that will enhance students’ overall art experiences. 
There is no doubt it takes talent, dedication, and hard work to teach something as complex as art. However, with the right attitude and lively enthusiasm, teaching becomes sharing a passion rather than fulfilling state requirements.
